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Lost in Translation,
Found in Presence

That morning felt simple. Low clouds. Damp air. People moving quietly through the
streets, each one carrying a story that no one else could see. We had planned a visit to
a Kurdish family who had recently arrived and were now settling in Rochdale. Nothing
big. Just a visit. A conversation. A moment to listen.

| ordered a taxi.

When it arrived, | noticed the driver straight away. Young. Focused. Slightly tense, with

that quiet determination you see in someone still learning how to navigate a new country.

He spoke some English, enough to try, but you could feel he was holding himself
together, hoping it would be enough.

“‘Rochdale?” | asked.
“Yes, yes,” he said quickly.
Too quickly.

There was a pause. | realised something simple. He was trying to understand me, and |
was trying to be understood, but neither of us fully had the language for it.

So | did what missionaries often do in moments like that. | opened Google Translate.
| typed carefully: “We are going to visit a family in Rochdale.”

| showed him the screen.
He read it. Thought for a moment. Then nodded, as if everything made sense now.
It did not.

But we both smiled, because that is what you do when you are trying to make things
work.

The car moved through Manchester. Streets changed. Buildings shifted. At some point, |
stopped worrying about whether we were going the right way and simply trusted that,
somehow, we would arrive.
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And eventually, we did.
We found the house.

When the door opened, everything felt different. Warm smiles. Kind eyes. A table ready
with tea. There was something beautiful in the way they welcomed us. Not perfect
understanding, but real hospitality. The kind that says, “You are safe here.”

Then | remembered something important. The family was Kurdish, originally from Turkey.
| have some familiarity with Sorani Kurdish, enough to recognise a few words. But this
was different. Their dialect had its own rhythm, its own sound. They spoke Kurmaniji. It
sounded familiar, but not quite clear.

| understood just enough to know that | did not fully understand.
And yet, the conversation continued.

We talked. We listened. We gestured. We tried again when words failed. And slowly,
something real formed. Not perfect communication, but genuine connection.

At one point, | wanted to say something meaningful. So | turned again to my phone and
typed: “God loves you and has a purpose for your lives.”

| smiled, confident. This was the moment.
| showed it to them.

They read it.

They looked at each other.

Then back at me.
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One of them smiled, a little puzzled, and said something | did not understand.

Later, | found out what | had actually communicated.

“A god is deeply in love with you and desires a future with you.”
Not quite what | meant.

Close enough to be funny. Far enough to make us all laugh.

And somehow, that moment of laughter did something important. It lowered the
pressure. It reminded us that even when words fail, connection can still happen.

They began sharing their story. Starting over in a new country. The challenges of
Manchester. The quiet loneliness. The effort it takes just to feel at home again.

As | listened, something shifted.

Just an hour earlier, | had been the one feeling slightly lost in a taxi, trying to
communicate.

Now | was sitting with people who lived that feeling every day.

And somehow, that shared experience created a bridge between us.

We stayed longer than planned. We laughed more than expected. We did not fix
anything. We did not solve everything. But something meaningful had taken place.

Presence.
And that is something no translation can fully capture.

On the way back, | kept thinking about that driver. About how he was trying his best.
About how | was also trying my best. About how often we think we need perfect words to
make a difference, when simple willingness is enough.

Because the truth is, missions are rarely built on perfect moments.

They are built on small ones. Honest ones. Sometimes awkward ones.
Moments where we show up, even when we do not have everything figured out.
Moments where we speak, even if our words are imperfect.

Moments where we sit, listen, and stay present.

That day in Rochdale reminded me that God does not wait for perfect clarity or flawless
communication. He moves through willingness, through presence, through simple,
genuine moments shared between people.

Even when the words come out a little lost in translation.
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