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Common Problems in Worship Rev TM Pang

Sunday worship is of great importance to those who believe in the Lord because it can most affect our spiritual life. To
this end, I tried to pick out the common problems I often encounter during worship to share and to remind us. Some may
seem small, but a little attention can help us to have a more accurate understanding of our worship and of our God.
I believe that during worship we have all heard this before: "Let us put aside our burden to worship God." This is to
teach people to split their life. If someone has a heavy burden, it is very difficult to temporarily put it down, and to just
pick it back up later. In fact, I encourage people with a heavy burden, to bring it with them before God in their worship
and ask God to increase their strength. We can say, "Let us worship God in our entirety and ask the Lord to give us
strength."
In worship, the most commonly heard word is "time for"; such as "this is the time for reading from the Bible", "time
for collecting offering" and "time for the sermon" and so on. This tone will give the congregation the feeling that the worship can be “chopped up into smaller pieces" becoming individual and unrelated parts. The simplest can be to say: "Let us
continue to worship God with our offerings."
Very often, the hymn leader would say, "Please piano, give us a note" or "Please piano, give us the last line." Think
about it and you will realise this is a language mistake. It should be "pianist" or "brother or sister ", because the piano itself cannot give a note or line; well, if it does, it would be extremely weird. It seems to be a very small thing, but we
should take care of every word during worship, because each forms a teaching.
At the time of offering, you must have heard the following words: "during offering, non-believers do not have to participate." I certainly understand that this is because non-believers could misunderstand the church and think it was after
their money. However, this sentence is unnecessary because we will not say "Now we will sing, but non-believers do not
have to participate" or "Let us pray, but non-believers do not have to participate." To come across more pleasantly and
appropriately, one could say: "Offering is a response to God's love and we welcome everyone to participate."
When we pray for a pastor or a preacher, the term "anoint" is often used; such as "anointing the pastor's mouth” or
“anointing the pastor." The use of the word "anoint" may have some implications for some churches (sect). In general,
we may not know what it means exactly, but we feel that it is a spiritual word and so we use it without questioning. Without further explanation here, I propose that it is better to just use a simple and clear phrase when praying for a pastor or
a preacher, such as: "Let the Lord give the pastor (a certain preacher) a sharp mind to clearly exReverend’s Into …...1 plain what has been prepared. This is both practical and clear, and everyone can understand it.
The phrase "I didn’t gain anything from worship today," I believe is often heard too. What is the
CACU Members
problem? We believe that the preaching is the whole or most important part of the worship.
News ………………. 2-4
Therefore, other elements of the worship are simply insignificant. It is no wonder that some peoKnow a little more... ple only appear for the preaching and they leave as soon as it is finished.
During worship we must have seen people leaving the room even before the pastor has giv5
en his Blessings, as if the Blessings mean nothing. In fact, this is the climax of the whole worship.
Thailand Mission
That is, equipped with what we have learned from our worship, we are then sent away with
Sharing………... 6-7 blessings; to spend the rest of the week in worship to witness God’s love and not just attended a
gathering.
Witness Sharing...8

Manchester Alliance Mandarin Fellowship –MAMF

Each July and August is a time when graduates from MAMF
Youth Fellowship leave us. We have sent away a few brothers who
are passionate about serving. Although they could no longer take
part in our serving, during our Welcome New party, they were praying for us from where ever they were in different places.
The Youth Fellowship only had six students left in August,
but we pressed on with our first course of discipleship, helping students to lay the foundations of their faith. We then embraced the
gospel work in September time. Giving thanks to our Lord! From August to September, he led three Christian
students to join our Youth Fellowship. The Youth fellowship became reinvigorated.
At the beginning of September, we staged the university's Welcome New events. The entire Mandarin Fellowship helped in serving our Lord. From the production of promotional leaflets to distribution of
them; cooking arrangements to event
preparation and games activities; the
entire fellowship served in unity to witness our God. This year we launched a
student prayer meeting, to look to and
trust in our Lord! The wonderful thing is
within the first four days, God touched
four Christian students to join us in
serving in the Welcome New events. During the events, we had a ratio of 1: 1.5 in believers verses nonbelievers. Praise the Lord! We welcomed 28 new students in our first Welcome event, and most of the students actively participated in the activities. Some students also attended our second Welcome event. Over
the two Welcome events, we came into contact with more than 40 new students. We ask God to personally
touch the hearts of these students and hope they will accept the gospel!

East London Alliance Church –ELAC
East Alliance Church is six years old today. Still a young, nursing child with many needs
and others assistance. In particular, with the work mounting up day by day and the extreme lacking in manpower, I often pray to God asking: “Can you send someone to help
us to take another step forward?”
God listens to prayers. At the beginning of this year, Pastor Chiu Wai Chor from
Manchester Alliance Church spoke with me. When he saw the needs of East Alliance
Church, he immediately said that he would like to form a team to come to East Alliance Church to hold a children's day
camp in the summer. At that time, my heart was extremely excited. Followed by more discussions, things came to be.
Thanks to the Lord, we held our first Children’s Day Camp at the East Alliance Church on the 25th-28th August 2018.
Pastor Chiu Wai Chor of the Manchester Alliance Church came with five brothers and sisters assisted by seven sisters
from the East Alliance Church. That is how the Day Camp came to a successful completion and produced many beautiful fruits. There were 34 children who attended the camp with age ranging from 4 to 11 years old. The theme of the "
Day Camp" surrounds teaching the children the Fruits of the Holy Spirit, and through a series of exciting activities
attempts to help to nurture the children's future spiritual lives to manifest the characters that God has given them.
The last day of "Day Camp" was a day outing. We organised a day themed "Close family,
close friends, close neighbours". Our destination was London's famous Royal Park “Kew
Gardens”. In addition to the day camp children and their parents, we encouraged them to
invite relatives and friends to come with them.
I am grateful to the Lord for the sunshine on the day. It was first estimated
that 80 adults and children will participate, but we had a total of 109 people.
Our fun day was spent in joy and laughter. May all glory be with
God.
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Manchester Alliance Church - MAC
Every summer, university students return to their original places of residence. Although student work has been suspended, MAC have not sat back at all. On the
contrary, through the rich summer activities, many brothers and sisters of different ages came together to serve, to learn and practice the Bible truth.

A group of young people participated in this year's camp with hopeful hearts. The
number of participants this year is the highest in recent years, a total of 31 young
people, 15 of whom are first time participants. The committee and mentors were
very excited and led the camp competitively. The speaker for this year’s camp is
Youth Camp ’If…Then…’ @Cloverley Hall
Pastor Zhu Yi Fung from the London Alliance Church English department. Both
serving brothers and sisters, and participating young people were inspired by the Word of God. On the last night of the
camp, there was a young man committed to the Christian faith and more than 10 people determined to be more committed to their Christian faith.
This year's Children's Day Camp was held on the first three Saturdays of August. The
theme was "Prince of Egypt" and 16 children participated. In addition to learning the contents
of the Egyptians in Bible lessons and dramas, the children also learned about Hebrew costumes, food and words through handcrafts and cooking.
In recent years, MAC began to promote missionary work regularly; in addition to
setting the budget to support various missionary units, it also arranged a short-term mission
itinerary. On August 25-28, a short-term team
of 6 people went to the East London Alliance
Church over the bank holiday weekend to
lead a Children's Day Camp. Thanks to our
Lord, the team members not only had a happy time with the children and their parents,
but through this short mission, they are more Writing Hebrew using biscuit
and sugar
aware of the needs of the mission workshop @ MAC Children’s Day Camp
and the hard work of the missionaries.
East London Short Term Mission - Children’s Day Camp
@East London Alliance Church
The newly appointed Pastor Lau Sze Ming, Chris, began serving in the English ministry from August. In addition, the English ministry has two person studying full time Theology at the Nazarene Theological Seminary. Brother Wang is in his second year, and sister Yau Mi Lan has just started the course. Sister Mi Lan
also participated in the CAWF Rendezvous Conference held in Thailand in July this year.

Leeds Alliance Church –LAC

The annual summer vacation is soon here again. Some college graduates returned home
to China, whilst some students started their summer vacation in June. Some families from
church have also returned home to China to visit relatives. Reverend Law returned to
Hong Kong for work debriefing from June to August. Therefore, he invited different Reverends to come to assist in Leeds during that time.
In July, Reverend Zhang Ji Ming shared in the Kindness Fellowship about felMrs Ren with brothers and sisters, after
lowship life and preached on Sunday. In August, we had Reverend Ren Jian Hung, and his speaking at Sunday School @LAC
wife Ren Yin Shang, staying for a month. She has just retired. She is the Director General
of the Children's Missionary Group of the United Nations. She is very experienced in teaching children. The church invited her to
speak in Sunday School on "Raising Children". The responses from participating brothers
and sisters were very good, and it was of great help to our brothers and sisters who have
young children.
August 11th to 21st , Reverend Law and Brother Chan Chak Lam participated in
and benefited enormously from the CAWF Rendezvous Conference in Thailand.
In September, the church began preparations for the Welcome New Events. This
year we tried to have a “church open day" activity (26/9) before the Welcome Party. Although there were not many students who were willing to set foot in the church, the effort
from more than 20 brothers and sisters were not in vain. We ask the Lord to use the over a
Distributing leaflets for Church Open Day
thousand leaflets distributed that day.

South Alliance Church –SLAC
In order to meet the needs of university students who are studying English, we borrowed a room at the university to put on a “How to do presentation”
seminar to attract non-believers.
During the summer vacation, some brothers and sisters
from South London Alliance Church returned home to
visit relatives. The number of serving staff became rather
tight. The summer children's activities on Sunday were
moved to coincide with the Sunday Worship. On one
hand this reduced the manpower, and on the other hand
allowed the parents to concentrate on their worship. In
August, we focused on the college students' outreach.
The boating trips and the picnic attracted them. The annual barbecue each August now includes an evangelistic Mid-autumn festival gathering
movie. Participants can have a barbecue, socialize and
watch movie. We had many participants.
At the beginning of September, we held the vascular specialist seminar and had an unexpected large number of participants. Thanks to our Lord. In mid-September, all children's
activities started, though the number of students is rather low.
Reverend & Mrs. Sham returned to Hong Kong for work debriefing from midSeptember to mid-December. Therefore, the AGM was brought forward. We give thanks to
our Lord that we have successfully selected our Deacons for next year.

Brighton Alliance Church –BAC
Since Mid-July, with the University students on holiday, church attendance at
Brighton Alliance Church has dropped back from mid-30s to an average of mid
-20s. Most of the student congregation has either gone back home overseas
or travelling during this time of the year, a good break after their examination
period. Nevertheless, after a quieter month in August, the church congregation attendance has steadily picked up again. In September, there was a
steady increase of 5-6 newcomers here in Brighton for their A-level studies.
Celebrating 20th Anniversary on 7th Ocotber 2018
On 26th July 2018, Pastor Pang led the 4R Mission from HK (4 people). All retirees, they went around visiting the two Universities in the area, to catch a
glimpse of student life overseas and the life of local Chinese inhabitants. They
joined the visitation group and shared prayer session with a couple who has
cataract problem, encouraging them of God’s faithfulness.
BAC has been trying to focus on visitation work spearheaded by Pastor Pang
since July.
Attendance for the Evangelistic meeting on 29th July 2018 was low at 27 people and 1 child. The topic was ‘Invitation’. A member of the committee shared
her testimony of how God helped her in her painful experience of a ‘stuck fishbone’ in her throat just a week before the meeting. Miraculously, she recovered completely from a minor operation to even lead in the singing for the
meeting. Praise God for his love and graciousness to us all.
A previous student attending BAC, by the name of Enoch was baptised in his
home church back home in HK on the 19th August 2018.
The Youth Fellowship will be planning for a combine Christmas YF camp 2018
between 21st – 23rd December in Reading with CACU churches; BAC, ELAC, SLAC. More news to follow when the students are back.
This year’s AGM was held on the 23rd September 2018. The members turnout for the AGM was very impressive at
around 25 members, staying after the normal Sunday Worship meeting with 40 plus in the congregation.
BAC is celebrating their 20th Anniversary on the 7th of October 2018.

Know a little more
Short Term Mission Sharing ………………..Rev T M Pang
I have been a missionary in Europe since I graduated from the seminary nearly thirty-two years
ago. During that time, I have lost count of the number of short term missions I have led. Perhaps to
some people, I am a seasoned, experienced, and wellinformed missionary, and there should be nothing to fear.
However, that is not how I feel. As I said earlier, I have
been in the English or European mission field for quite a
long time. However, since the time I was training in the
seminary when I have travelled to different Southeast
Asian countries and participated in short-term missions, I
have since not taken part in missions in Southeast Asia at
all. Therefore, I was nervous to lead the short-term mission team to Thailand in July this year. I was afraid I may
not be competent in the role, and hence disappointing the
members of the short-term team. To this end, I adopted a
learning attitude and committed to tread this path with the young members.
Each mission field has its own local missionary culture and way of doing things. For example, when
trying to spread the Gospel in the red light district of Bangkok, I learned that I should not be too
conceited and eager to use my own way of evangelism. Instead, I should learn to abide and obey the
guidelines of local missionaries and respect the theological ideas behind them: "Pray in a one- way
system, the Lord will work." I thank the Lord for teaching me not to stick to my own old method of
working and not to add confusion. As long as we cooperate with and obey all local safety regulations
and advices given by the local missionaries, we have already helped them enormously.

Chinese Alliance Churches Union
This particular short-term mission, God also
taught me to learn to identify with the local
2019 Cambodia Short Term Mission
believers and mission workers; clothing, food
and shelter must all be very simple. I fully re12th-21st June 2019
alized that the funding used for living expenses in the mission field must be carefully manPurpose
aged and utilized, because all the expenses
1. Experience missions and build a closer relationship with
God
are funded from money saved by the brothers
2.
Assisting the missionary ministry in Cambodia
and sisters, donation from churches, and the
a. Leading the Youth English Evangelist Camp
immerse support from the union. I must be
b. Visiting churches, assisting in Sunday school, leading
faithful and be a good steward in managing
children's activities, leading Bible study and worship
this money.
a. Teaching English conversation
b. Outreach visit

Brothers and sisters, I said at the beginning
that I adopted a learning mentality when
leading this short-term mission. As a result, I
did learn much which I could not learn in my
European ministry.
June next year, Chinese Alliance Churches
Union will hold a short-term mission to Cambodia. I encourage you all to sign up. I believe
that through it God will provide you with
learning and understanding which will become turning points in your future life and
service.

Participant conditions
Reborn and baptized Christian
Union church members
Pastor recommendation
Participating and serving in the church
自製福音單張

Cost
Per person £1200 , inclusive of air ticket, meals,
travel insurance, and 3 days training fee
Each participant can receive supporting funding from
the Union of £500

Deadline: 2018/12/31
Pre- mission training: 2019/5/4-6 (compulsory attendance )

Thailand Short Term Mission Experience
Yvonne & Derek
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First of all, we thank our Lord for the opportunity to
participate in this Thailand short-term mission.
During the mission time, I deeply experienced the
work of God. I had decided to participate in this
short-term mission trip at the end of 2017, but I had
already used up my 2018 annual leave. I held on to the confidence that
God will provide both in money and in annual leave. This mission fell in
the period I was changing my job, therefore did not have to worry about
taking time off work. Financial wise, I received support from the union
and from brothers and sisters at the South Alliance Church.
In the first week, we were able to meet and communicate with brothers and sisters from ten different countries in the World Chinese Missionary Alliance Fellowship. This was a rare opportunity through which to
share all aspects of the church's needs and mission experiences. It was really inspiring to see so many brothers and sisters working for God! And in turn felt hugely encouraged by them. In the second week, we were
fortunate to come to experience and help in the ENVISION TEAM in Bangkok. Their mission work is mainly
directed at students and sex workers and children in the red light district. Local university students are open
minded to religious beliefs, and some students have never heard of the gospel. Missionaries mainly focus on
establishing relationships with students through different activities, including: English conversation classes,
game days, football matches, etc. It is hoped that they can see God's love while being with the church brothers
and sisters.

During this short term mission, we deeply appreciated the influence of Buddhism on the Thai people. We saw
Buddhist temples built right next to schools. The poorer Thais would choose to study at these schools because
the local temples would prepare lunch for the children. There were also temples in the middle of the university complex, making it very convenient for students to go to pray. This also made me reflect on how big our
God is, giving us the power to pray, and we can share with him or pray to him whenever and wherever. This
area really needs us to pray for them. I deeply remember that when I first contacted Rahab Ministries and
met the sex workers from the red light district, their smiles were very bright and it was a joy from the bottom
of their hearts. It was obvious that they really needed care and love. They had many different reasons behind
them, some unwilling, some with money pressure. We ask God to continue his powerful work in Thailand, so
that more Thai people can hear the gospel.
I especially would like to mention that this experience has made me see that God has his plans for each and
every one of us. It is something we cannot predict ourselves, but we must believe that whatever he has
planned for us has a reason. In this short week, God gave me the opportunity to meet a non believing university student. He was studying architecture, same as me. But the difference was he suffered from depression.
As we had a common point, he soon opened up to me and told me about his inner feelings. When we finally
said that we wanted to pray for him, he also prayed with us. Until now, even after returning to the UK, we
have kept in contact with him, thank you Lord!
In the ordinary and stable times in England, we actually see very little. This
short-term mission trip has made us realized that we should not only preach
the gospel in the UK, but also evangelize in different places, because God
loves all people, that is every person in this world!
We are very grateful that during our trip in Thailand we have met Thai university students and non-Christians. Through this visit, I have deepened my
understanding of Thailand as a country and appreciated the local needs. I
am also grateful that I have been in contact with Christianity since I was a
child, growing up in the church. It is hoped that in the future, we will be able
to visit the people in need in Thailand to spread the gospel so that more people become disciples of Jesus and
love each other. After returning to the UK, I still often reminisce the things that happened in the Thai journey, including evangelizing to non-Christians, prayers in the district, and visits to university students in
need. Thanks to the Lord for giving me this opportunity to spread the love of Jesus Christ and also grateful to
brothers and sisters for your prayers.
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July this year, led by two Reverends, the Chinese Alliance Churches
Union supported four brothers and sisters to take part in the World
Chinese Missionary Alliance Fellowship meeting in Thailand,
establishing their mission experience. I hope that these invaluable
experiences will become the blessings of others, to experience God's
missionary heart.

CAWF Thailand Short Term Mission - Chan Chak Lam
Compared with the UK, Thailand is a country of many differences. It is still a heavily Buddhist country, and less well-developed, especially in the suburban areas of Bangkok, visible by
the standard of cleanliness of rivers as an example. At the same time, it is a place where the
need to spread the Gospel continues to be very important.
The Sunday worship in a local Thai-speaking church has been an important experience
of what Christian missionaries and churches face in the country. They include the lack of proficient pastors, the low number of people who regularly go to church and worship every Sunday, the different, usually lax, attitude of the people towards truly believing and living their
daily lives. It was also interesting to see how a morning bible study lesson was like, which was
different in that there was more of a fixed answer style to each question about the various
verses being studied. The style of sermon was also uniquely emphasising the application of
several bible verses in people’s lives, rather than balancing with the theological aspect of the
meaning of the verses within the bible. These showed how spreading Christianity into Thailand can be a challenge, with a more practical style needed to interact with people. Seeing how
Thai missionaries in north-eastern Thailand have been creative in how they share the Gospel, has also widened my
knowledge of the ways in which the Gospel is shared. I realised that understanding and using the local culture as part of
a missionary work to spread the gospel was definitely not an easy task in Thailand.
The trip has reminded that God constantly uses people in miraculous ways, whatever abilities they have. A local
missionary shared how she had little intellectual and practical abilities in her life, and yet by her willingness to serve
God, she has been involved in many community activities with her church. It is a reminder that when we serve God, we
should not worry about what we could achieve by ourselves, but pray for God to always lead us. The experience of taking
public transport on a missionary-led tour around Bangkok also made me understand the need for prayers for the safety
of the local missionaries too, with the unpredictable danger on the roads around the city.
Visiting the Buddhist temple was an eye-opening experience in how other religions are using modern-day ideas of
peace and quietness in order to ‘attract’ new believers. At the same time, it was a frightening experience for some, who
felt uncomfortable about the environment, especially where some the Buddhist followers were chanting in the background in their worship hall. It was a little shocking as well to hear of how the temple was able to launch a Thai Buddhist exam for primary school children. It can only be said that their desire to spread and establish Buddhism into people of every age around Thailand is extremely strong. And so, it has never been more important to wear the Armour of
God and defend ourselves against these evil forces. Amidst all the changes in the world, Rev Chris O’Dell’s sermons have
been an excellent reminder that as Christians, we are all still part of one family, and we can pray for Him to help us
grow and correct us as we reflect upon the positives and negative in our lives, as we stand firm in his word.
At the same time, the Thai’s openness in their culture was strongly reflected by their responses to our basic questionnaires regarding their religion. During this questionnaire session, there was never any queries about why we were
doing it, from the several local Thai university students that we met, or that they had no interest in answering our questions. The fact that one even said he was a Buddhist, but had heard about Christianity and took interest in our fivecolour gospel, was a little surprising. Although I have always been cautious in openly talking about the gospel in public,
even to the local Thai university students we were meeting then, I felt as if God was using this opportunity to open my
heart to talk about the Gospel, even if I had the initial fear from the experience of sharing in my country. I can still remember how we quickly went from the initial fear of asking for their interest in our
questionnaire, to a state where we enjoyed speaking to them about the five-colour
gospel, whilst sharpening our Thai speaking skills.
As the first missionary trip I have gone to, I can say that my experiences has really
deepened my knowledge of what missionaries do and lots of the problems they face
in real life. I think it is important that we always pray for both their work and their
safety as they travel around, and also for more people to accept Christ in Thailand.
At the same time, getting out of my comfort zone and going into a mostly Buddhist
country in this missionary trip, has made me feel stronger in becoming a disciple
for God in my daily lives. If I were to encourage others to join future missionary
trips, I would say that any experience in a different location and culture can widen a person’s view to how God works in
different places in the world, so that they may be even more willing to allow God to lead their future.

WITNESS
Witness in Baptism 劉易斯
Through the introduction of a fellow student, I met a sister from South Alliance Church and that is when I first
learned and began to understand. I remember that the
first meeting was on a cruise on the River Thames and
then everyone played games. As it was a time when I had
just arrived in England, it was a very new experience.
Then I joined the fellowship. I was reading a language
degree at that time so brothers and sisters tutored me in
order to improve my English. Therefore, I spent more and
more time with everyone, and slowly it became more
than friendship meals and learning English.
It is also starting from this time that I participated
in the evangelical reading of the Bible. I think it can be
regarded as my first contact with God. In fact, at the beginning, I completely did not know
what the Bible was taking or writing about. So when I opened it arbitrarily, I became more
confused. Why does this book continuously talk about love, God, and Jesus? Through fellowship, bible reading and praying with other people, slowly I began to have some feelings.
From the outside, I am always cheerful and smiling, but that’s not really me. Due to
my upbringing and background, I believe I am the kind of person who thinks a lot. I feel weak
inside so I always have a negative attitude towards things.
The first time I prayed, it was with an attitude of curiosity with a touch of doubt. Can God
really hear what I am saying? The first time I went to South Alliance Church, I experienced
the truth of prayer. On that day, I was going towards South Alliance Church following some
signs. However, not too sure where the mistake happened, after a few turns I still could not
find the correct road to the church.
I took a glance at my watch, it is nearly time for worship to begin. What should I do? I
thought of prayer and so I prayed to God to take me to the church. At that moment, the
road to the church appeared in front of me. I could not believe it. It’s really so spiritual!
Since then; I have prayed during different situations in life, both good and bad.
The love from fellowship brothers and sisters make me feel very warm, cooking and
playing games together. The selfless love makes me see God and move me. The initiative
and willingness on top of the generous help given to me, gave this wanderer a safe port.
Every time I encountered difficulties, I always turn to this spiritual home for help.
Believing in Jesus is a new beginning in my life. It makes me realize that my old self does not
meet the standards of God. I hope that I can continue to learn the Word of God and the
teachings of God in the days to come.
Since accepting Jesus as my Savior, I have noticed that I have changed. When I encounter unhappy things, I will think from the perspective of others. I will also try to enlighten myself. My heart is much calmer than before. I will think in my heart that God will lead me
through these difficult times. I am not facing it alone. I also have these brothers and sisters
in the church. I feel a growing strength in my heart. Deep down, I am no longer afraid. No
matter what happens, I will pray. I feel that God is within me.
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